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           The Sunny Hills Civic Association, Inc., 

was originally incorporated in 1974 to promote 

and sponsor the special and civic interests of the 

property owners and/or residents and is non-

political and non-partisan in nature. The Civic As-

sociation is not a homeowners association. It oper-

ates through a Board of Directors with 8 members 

with four officers and four directors who are also 

chairs for the Activities Committee, Parks Commit-

tee, Membership Committee, and the Community 

Development Committee. Officers and directors 

serve two-year terms that are staggered so that 4 

positions stand for election by the membership 

every year, and all positions have a two consecu-

tive terms limitation. 

  
       The Sunny Hills Community was platted in 

1971 and 1972 as a community for about 60,000 

residents on 24,301 residential lots. Its land area 

is about 28 square miles (17,743 acres) and is al-

most 5% of the land area in Washington County. 

With 220 miles of roads, it has 55% of all the 

paved roads in the county. Currently there are 630 

homes in the Community and about 1,400 people. 

In the master plan there are 3,829 acres of green-

belts and natural preserves, about 400 acres for 

commercial development, as well as provisions for 

churches, schools, and parks. Currently, the Sun-

ny Hills Golf & Country Club operates an 18-hole 

highly acclaimed golf course.  

At one time we had a Valid Sunny Hills MSBU 

Benefit Unit, but mismanagement in the last few 

years has made it an Invalid assessment according 

to Florida laws. 

          The Florida State court’s stated that 

"Special Assessments can only be levied to pay 

for an improvement local in character, as distin-

guished from general ... and the proceeds thereof 

cannot be used to augment the general revenue 

fund nor to finance a separate and distinct im-

provement project, nor to create a sinking fund for 

the payment of bonds." The benefit must “be spe-

cial and peculiar to the property assessed and not 

a general benefit to the entire community. Thus, 

services which are provided by a government may 

be essential to the public welfare but fail to provide 

the special benefit necessary for the imposition of 

a valid assessment. 
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Sunny Hills  

Municipal Services Benefit Unit 

2. MSBU Beautifications               

3. MSBU Street Lighting             

1. MSBU Emergency (Fire)         

28 sq. miles Unit * 200 miles paved Roads 

*634 paved named Streets                                              

*900 Intersections * 15,500 properties 

each lot pays $31.91 A year                                  

$494,605.00  Per Year Collected 

“A Benefit Unit is Property & not People!” 

Florida State Statute 

1 Street lighted out of 634 Street in Unit!                               

Must fund lights to all streets in a reasonable amount of time!                 

Grass being cut on 6 out 634 St.             

Must cut all streets that pay fee! 

Not being provided;                                   

but Must ! 

 MSBU Advisory Board                                                                                     
Brian Goddin                                

MSBU1@washingtonfl.com                                         

Andrea Blackwood                     

MSBU2@washingtonfl.com                                                      

Kathy Gesslein                           

MSBU3@washingtonfl.com                                                        

Gary Hartman                            

MSBU4@washingtonfl.com                                                     

Steve Healis                                

MSBU5@washingtonfl.com 

 

Special Assessments 

ss. 3 and 20 (1967).  

Special Assessments 

cannot be imposed to 

pay for A                                 

GOVERNMENTAL 

service or benefit to 

the community!! 

Sunny Hills Property Owners!                                                                                                       
This is a friendly reminder from The Sunny Hills Architectural Review Committee making homeowners aware of 

the Deed Restrictions in our community. Any construction, building, major remodeling, fencing and other requirements as out-

lined in the Sunny Hills Subdivision Deed Restrictions must be approved by the Architectural Review Committee (ARC).                             

Washington County will not issue any building permits without prior written approval from the ARC.                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

You can submit your requests to : Sunny Hills  Architectural Review Committee at  PO Box 165 Wausau, FL 32463.   
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All new residents moving into the area, please contact us so we can welcome you.                                                           

Just give us a call at 850-814-3413 or write SH Civic Association 3681 Gables Blvd. 32428.  

  

BOAT LAKE  
“WILL BE FREE FOR ALL OF OUR GUEST” 

 OCT 1 - 15  

Open 10AM - 4PM each day. 



 

 

 

 

                  The Sunny Hills Civic Association, Inc., was originally 

incorporated in 1974 to promote and sponsor the special and 

civic interests of the property owners and/or residents and   

political in nature of the community needs. 

The Civic Association is not a homeowners association. It oper-

ates through a Board of Directors with 8 members with four 

officers and four directors who are also chairs for the Activities 

Committee, Parks Committee, Membership Committee, and 

the Community Development Committee. Officers and direc-

tors serve two-year terms that are staggered so that 4 posi-

tions stand for election by the membership every year, and all 

positions have a two consecutive terms limitation. 

It operates through a Board of Directors with 8 members with 

four officers and four directors who are also chairs for the Ac-

tivities Committee, Parks Committee, Membership Committee, 

and the Community Development Committee.  

Non - Advocacy   Statement 

   The Newsletter currently publishes a “Letters To The Editor” 

section,  if you have news about the community that should 

be common knowledge, send it in as an article, and it will be 

considered for publication (with or without author attribu-

tion).   

Selection of articles is solely the responsibility of the Editor 

and the Civic Association Board of Directors, and there is no 

intent by the Civic Association to provide the type of news 

coverage on all sides of issues that might be found in public 

media. The sole intent of “The Sunny Hills Newsletter” is to 

inform Sunny Hills/Oak Hill property owners and residents 

about topics and issues of common interest within the com-

munity, only the Truth. 

Any Washington County Government action with County Gov-

ernment or that of the MSBU( Municipal Services Benefit 

Unit )that affects the Community of Sunny Hills in any way. 

By the People for the People, We the property owners,                            

 

Sunny Hills  Newsletter:   

Publishing by Earl Stewart 

Editing by Ron Jones 

Newsletter submission deadline: 

the 15th of each Month for publication in the following 

month’s edition. We welcome articles of general interest for 

the community can be published with author attribution. 

Community Organizations  :                                                                 

No charge for news coverage.                     

 Submit via email directly to:                     

SunnyHillsCivicAssoication@outlook.com 

Mail to:                                                                                                                

P.O. Box 165 Wausau, Fl. 32463 

Message Boards Posting:                                   

For general community interest, submit 1 week, or more, in 

advance via email to:  SunnyHillsCivicAssociatio@outlook.com 

Not all messages can be accommodated and the Association 

reserves the right not to post at its sole discretion. 

 Web Page Address : 

SunnyHillsCivicAssociation.com                                       

BoatLakeSunnyHills.com 

—————————————- 

The Civic Association will be having its annual nominations and 

elections before the year is over. Our next meeting will be in 

October . You are encouraged to attend. 

 On a final note, if people don't get involved in the 

community, and it's problems, your surroundings, and that 

includes ALL of Sunny Hills will only continue to be degraded. 

Property values will continue to plummet. When the MSBU 

was set in place it was to help improve the property values by 

keeping the community on an upward drive to improve our 

surroundings and make the area more desirable.  

That was happening, but when the county elected to put most 

if not all of the $500,000.00 collected into their road debt  in 

Sunny Hills instead of growing the community, things started 

slipping downhill. An assessment fee (MSBU) cannot help fund 

any governmental services to a community (Fla State Laws) 

If you want your property value to be increased, you HAVE 

GOT TO GET INVOLVED. Please attend our next meeting at the 

community center on Gables Blvd. or the BOCC meeting in 

Chipley.  If you DON'T get involved, don't be surprised when 

you decide to sell your home, that it is worth only about half 

or less than what you think it is valued at. 



 

 

Scientists: World's warming;                                                                        

expect more intense hurricanes  

WASHINGTON — A warmer world makes for nastier hurricanes. Sci-

entists say they are wetter, possess more energy and intensify faster. 

Their storm surges are more destructive because climate change has 

already made the seas rise. And lately, the storms seem to be stalling 

more often and thus dumping more rain. 

Study after study shows that climate change in general makes hurri-

canes worse. But determining the role of global warming in a specific 

storm such as Hurricane Florence or Typhoon Mangkhut is not so 

simple — at least not without detailed statistical and computer anal-

yses. 

The Associated Press consulted with 17 meteorologists and scientists 

who study climate change, hurricanes or both. A few experts remain 

cautious about attributing global warming to a single event, but most 

of the scientists clearly see the hand of humans in Florence. 

Global warming didn't cause Florence, they say. But it makes the 

system a bigger danger. 

"Florence is yet another poster child for the human-supercharged 

storms that are becoming more common and destructive as the 

planet warms," said Jonathan Overpeck, dean of the environment 

school at University of Michigan. He said the risk extends beyond the 

Atlantic Ocean, such as Typhoon Mangkhut, which hit the Philippines 

on Friday. 

For years, when asked about climate change and specific weather 

events, scientists would refrain from drawing clear connections. But 

over the past few years, the new field of attribution studies has al-

lowed researchers to use statistics and computer models to try to 

calculate how events would be different in a world without human-

caused climate change. 

A couple of months after Hurricane Harvey, studies found that global 

warming significantly increased the odds for Harvey's record heavy 

rains. 

"It's a bit like a plot line out of 'Back to the Future,' where you travel 

back in time to some alternate reality" that is plausible but without 

humans changing the climate, said University of Exeter climate scien-

tist Peter Stott, one of the pioneers of the field. 

A National Academy of Sciences report finds these studies generally 

credible. One team of scientists tried to do a similar analysis for Flor-

ence, but outside experts were wary because it was based on fore-

casts, not observations, and did not use enough computer simula-

tions. 

As the world warms and science advances, scientists get more spe-

cific, even without attribution studies. They cite basic physics, the 

most recent research about storms and past studies and put them 

together for something like Florence. 

"I think we can say that the storm is stronger, wetter and more im-

pactful from a coastal flooding standpoint than it would have been 

BECAUSE of human-caused warming," Pennsylvania State University 

climate scientist Michael Mann wrote in an email. "And we don't 

need an attribution study to tell us that in my view. We just need the 

laws of thermodynamics." 

Georgia Tech climate scientist Kim Cobb looks not just at basic phys-

ics but all the peer-reviewed studies that especially link climate 

change to wetter storms. 

"We have solid data across decades of rainfall records to nail the 

attribution — climate change is increasing the frequency of extreme 

rainfall events," Cobb said. 

Several factors make scientists more confident in pointing the cli-

mate-change finger at Florence. 

For every degree the air warms, it can hold nearly 4 percent more 

water (7 percent per degree Celsius) and offer measurably more en-

ergy to goose the storm, scientists said. 

"The amount of water that comes out of hurricanes is certainly the 

most robust connection that we have," National Oceanic and Atmos-

pheric Administration climate scientist Jim Kossin said. 

And to look at Florence specifically, "it's very likely that climate 

change has warmed the ocean such that the hurricane's intense rain-

fall is more destructive than without global warming," said Weather 

Underground Meteorology Director Jeff Masters, a former hurricane 

hunter. 

The warmer air and water also makes storms more intense or strong-

er, Stott said. 

A Kossin study this year showed that tropical cyclones — a category 

that includes hurricanes and typhoons — are moving slower and 

even stalling. Kossin said "it's happening a lot more than it used to." 

Several studies agree that climate change is to blame but differ 

slightly in their conclusions. 

With the emergence of Florence, some place in the U.S. has been 

drenched because of a stalled hurricane for four years in a row, 

storm surge expert Hal Needham said. 

Kossin and Overpeck also pointed to studies that show storms are 

intensifying more rapidly than they used to. 

Just like in Superstorm Sandy, scientists said it is clear that hurricane 

storm surge is worsened by sea level rise because the power of 6 to 

10 feet of water comes on top of seas that were considerably lower 

decades ago. An extra 8 inches or so can mean the difference be-

tween staying dry or getting damaged, Masters said. 

In the Carolinas, natural and temporary climate factors added to the 

"march upwards" from global warning. Because of that, the seas 

have risen nearly 5 inches in five years, said Andrea Dutton of the 

University of Florida. 



 

 

Ricky@riachipley.com 

Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 8 am                               

Sat: 4:00 pm (Nov-Feb )                                                           

Sunday: 9:oo am                  

2701 Sunny Hills Blvd.                                                

850-933-0375                     

                  Father Dustin Feddon                                                     
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Sunny Hills ARC & Deed Restrictions                       

Phone: 850-814-3413 
SunnyHillsCivicAssociation@outlook.com 

 

 850-638-2777 

850-527-5521 

WEDNESDAY, 

OCTOBER 31  2018 

               

 

 

 

 

                                                 

               

 

   Halloween or Hallowe'en (a contraction of All Hallows' Evening), 

also known as All Halloween, All Hallows' Eve, or All Saints' Eve, is a celebration 

observed in a number of countries on 31 October, the eve of the Western Chris-

tian feast of All Hallows' Day and Reformation Day. It begins the three-day ob-

servance of All hallow tide, the time in the liturgical year dedicated to remember-

ing the dead, including saints (hallows), martyrs, and all the faithful departed. It is 

widely believed that many Halloween traditions originated from Celtic harvest fes-

tivals that may have pagan roots, particularly the Gaelic festival Samhain, and that 

this festival was Christianized as Halloween. Some academics, however, support 

the view that Halloween began independently as a solely Christian holiday. Hal-

loween activities include trick-or-treating (or the related guising), attending Hal-

loween costume parties, carving pumpkins into jacko'-lanterns, lighting bonfires, 

apple bobbing, divination games, playing pranks, visiting haunted attractions, tell-

ing scary stories and watching horror films. In many parts of the world, the Chris-

tian religious observances of All Hallows' Eve, including attending church services 

and lighting candles on the graves of the dead, remain popular, although else-

where it is a more commercial and secular celebration Some Christians historically 

abstained from meat on All Hallows' Eve, a tradition reflected in the eating of cer-

tain vegetarian foods on this vigil day, including  

apples, potato pancakes, and soul cakes.  

COLUMBUS DAY  OCTOBER 8TH 

mailto:SunnyHillsCivicAssociation@outlook.com


 

 

SHCA 

Emergency  Fire, Police, EMS …….…………. 911  

Gulf Power Company ………...… 800-225-5797 

Sunny Hills Utilities Company   888-228-2134     

Waste Management services   800-333-7709  

Animal Control /Sheriff………..….…….638-6111  

Washington County Officials: 

County Manager Office……………….638-6200 

Parks & Rec………………………………..638-6078 

Animal Control ………………………..…638-6306 

Recycling Center………………….……..638-6264 

Building Department………………….638-6195 

Washington County Sheriff…….…..638-6111 

Washington County Judge……….…638-6289 

District Judge……………………….…….638-6255 

Tax Collector……………………………...638-6276 

Property Appraiser…………………...638-6205 

Supervisor of Elections……………...638-6230 

Clerk of Court……………………….…..638-6285 

Council On Aging……………………...668-6216                                                                                                      

County Commissioner:                      

District 1: Alan Bush……..…………..703-7533 

District 2: Charles Kent……….….….326-5128 

District 3: Tray Hawkins …….....….703-1644 

District 4: Todd Abbott…..………….326-9135 

District 5:  Steve Joyner …………...703-1660  

Washington County School Board: 

District 1: Van Brock 

District 2: Linda Lou Cleveland 

District 3: Milton Brown 

District 4: Terry Elli 

District 5: Susan Roberts 

                            Ron Jones / President:                                        

850-814-3413                                                      

Boat lake:                                                 

850-703-3360 

W a s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y ,  F L  

Major Credit Cards                                  

& Phone Pay:                                                                              

can now be used at the                                                                                                                                      

Boat Lake Swim Park 

     Wa s h i n g t o n  C o u n t y,  F l o r i d a  

SunnyHillsCivicAssociation.com                                       

BoatLakeSunnyHills.com 

Boat Lake is closed for the season:                            
Call Boat Lake at 850-703-3360 to setup a 

Special Day for your party, wedding,                       
birthday, or family reunion or just for a large 

group outing. 

Boat Lake  

Swim Park 
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Emergency Management Office ……638-6203  
Newsletter Editor &  Publisher: Earl Stewart  

 


